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1. My Asylum Claim Was Refused – What Does This Mean?

If your asylum claim is refused, the Home Office will send you a refusal letter. The letter explains:

· Why your claim was refused
· Whether you have a right of appeal, including a link to the appeal form 
· What happens to your asylum support

Most people do have a right of appeal.

2. How Long Do I Have to Appeal?

If you are in the UK, you usually have 14 days from the date on your refusal letter.

This deadline is very important — missing it can mean losing your right to appeal.

3.    What Evidence Is Needed for the Appeal?

You do not need lots of documents. Evidence can include:

· Your written statement – this is very important
· Personal documents (if you have them)
· Medical or expert reports (if relevant)
· Information about your country

4.    Do I Need a Lawyer?

· Most asylum appeals are covered by legal aid
· This usually means no cost

5. Do I Have to Pay to Appeal?

No. “Asylum” appeals are free.

· There is no appeal fee. Rumours of a £140 fee are incorrect. 
· This is true whether or not you receive Section 95 support
· The need to provide a Section 95 reference number has nothing to do with fees. It is used to;
· Link your appeal to your asylum support record
· Help ensure Section 95 support continues during the appeal
· Assist the Tribunal/Home Office with identification

6. How Long Until My Appeal Is Heard?

Because the asylum appeal system in the UK has a big backlog, many people are waiting a long time before their appeal is heard in court.

As of Jan26, typical waiting time is around 50–60 weeks or longer (more than 12 months). 


7. What Happens After I Appeal?

· Your case is heard by an independent judge
· You will usually attend a hearing
· An interpreter is provided if needed

After the hearing, you usually receive a written decision in 2-6 weeks (but it can take longer). 

8. How Many Times Can I Appeal?

· You usually get one full asylum appeal to the First-tier Tribunal.
· This is your main chance to explain your case to a judge.

If the appeal is refused:

· There is no automatic second appeal
· Further challenges are only possible in limited situations.

You may still be able to:

· Challenge a legal error to the Upper Tribunal
· Make a fresh asylum claim with new evidence

9. Can I Get Support While I Appeal and if my Appeal is refused?

Section 95 Support: If you are destitute and appeal on time, Section 95 support usually continues. This includes:

· Accommodation (if needed)
· An Aspen card with about £49 per week (or £9 if in full board accommodation) and the ability to withdraw small amounts of cash. 

Section 4 Support: If your appeal is refused, you are destitute (Section 95 typically ends 21 days after your appeal is refused) and you are unable to leave the UK for certain reasons, you may be able to apply for Section 4 support. This includes:

· Accommodation (if needed) 
· An Aspen card with about £49 per week (or £9 if in full board accommodation), with no ability to withdraw cash. The card can only be used in certain shops. 

10. Important Things to Remember

· Asylum appeals are free
· You usually have 14 days to appeal
· Most people have one full appeal
· Wait times for hearings can be many months
· Support may continue during the appeal (Section 95) and after (Section 4) while you make arrangements to leave the UK. 
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